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November as always is Native American Heritage Month. There were a
number of activities and celebrations across the state and nation in where
Native Americans and their rich history and heritage were celebrated. The
tribe celebrated Native American Heritage Month this year with a banquet
at the Wingate Hotel on November 22nd. We had over 40 community
members and friends come out and celebrate together. We showed a
slideshow of our family members as well as recognized some of our tribal
youth and elders on their successes and leadership. Among those who
were recognized were: Joshua Shumak, Amanda Wagner, Marc Mood III,
Ariel Kline, Henry Clark, Jimmie Leach and Rev. Arthur Clark, Sr. Ms.
Lisa Collins spoke about the goals set for the tribal community for the
upcoming year. Mr. Anthony Davidson of the Natchez-Kusso, Edisto
Tribal council spoke to the members about unity and working together
and fostering working relationships.
Everyone had such a great time. The tribe would like to thank the
following people: Ms. Tammy Leach for the table settings, Mr. Richard
Guerzon for the projector and operating our slideshows, Ms. Valerie
Herald for taking pictures, Ms. Janie Shumak and family for helping to
set up, Dish and Design Catering for the wonderful food, The Eastern
Cherokee, Southern Iroquois and United Tribes for the donation of the
pocket Cultural Awareness Guides, Alyssa Ruiz at Wingate Hotel for
working diligently with us and Ms. Lisa Collins for the souvenir pens and
key chains for guests and cake.

Upcoming Tribal Community Events
January 31, 2015: We will be showing the film, The Cherokee Word for
Water at 2 pm at the Goose Creek Library on Old Moncks Corner Road.
All are welcome to attend.
February 28, 2015: We will be having a gourd painting class at 2 pm at
the Otranto Road Library in North Charleston. All are welcome to come.
Please RSVP on the tribal Facebook page/event page or call 843-364-7041.
The Executive Board meets every 2nd Saturday of the month at the Otranto
Road Library Conference Room at 10 am.

South Carolina Celebration of Native American Awareness Day for
2014
This year, CMA hosted the celebration for Native American Awareness Day as a 2 part event.
November 17th, CMA hosted a town hall meeting titled, “Building Our Nations”. The meeting was
held at the Columbia Chamber of Commerce where Dr. Joe Kalt spoke about the findings of the
Harvard project and community development.
The second part was a press conference held on November 18th at the State House where Native
Leaders spoke about Native history, awareness and issues in the state of South Carolina.

Proclamations!!
Some of our proclamations we received
for Native American Heritage Month for
2014.

The Cherokee Word For Water
On November 17th, tribal members Tammy Leach and Lisa Collins
went to see the film, The Cherokee Word For Water and met Mr.
Charlie Soap. Mr. Soap was the husband of Chief Wilma Mankiller
and was instrumental in the process of providing running water to the
Cherokee Community of Bell. The tribe will be showing this film to
our community this month.
Pictured Above:: Ms. Lisa Collins (L), Mr.
Charlie Soap (middle) and Ms. Tammy
Leach ( R ).

Native American Film Festival
2014
The 17th Annual Film Festival kicked off on November 20th in
Columbia. Hosted by the Eastern Cherokee , Southern Iroquois
and United Tribes of SC, this year’s films featured dramas,
documentaries, short films and student films. The film festival
has been an ongoing effort for 17 years to bring quality film
work by native people about native people to the region. We are
proud to be a part of Native people telling our stories. Thanks to
Dr. Will Goins.

Words from Lisa

Looking for our Artists

It’s a new year, and we are striving to bring positive
change and opportunities to our community. This
year, we are starting off with a tribal film and gourd
painting. We are currently working on improving our
Elders Speak program to preserve the history of our
community.
We really need some dedicated people to help out on
some committees. There are a number of different
projects that members can lend a helping hand. We
really want to engage our youth and motivate them to
participate. Not only will this opportunity give them
experience in community work, but also immerse
them in their history and culture. These community
service projects would look great on any college
application or career resume.
I know that sometimes these projects are not highly
visible to our community and many members may
think that things are not moving forward, but believe
that your Executive Board is working diligently for
you. If you ever want to hear what is happening,
attend one of our Board Meetings the second Saturday
of each month. All are welcome!

We are working towards our cultural revival and preservation of
our traditional arts. We will be having classes throughout the
year in the traditional arts of gourd painting, white oak splint
basket weaving, quilting, and beadwork. If you are an artist and
would like to share your talent and knowledge, please contact
Lisa Collins at wassamasaw@hotmail.com. We are working
towards an upcoming exhibit of our Native artwork. All artists
welcome. Get the word out! Everyone welcome to come and
learn as these classes are scheduled.

Lisa

Looking for Some Help!

Looking for help with our community project! We are looking to reestablish the pump/well
graveyard. If you know someone who is willing to help, please call us at
843-364-7041.

in the community

Remembering Our Members
We’ve recently lost some of our elders
an members this past year. They have
left a void in our community. We
remember the contributions they made
and their memories will live through
their family and friends.
Mrs. Shirley Clark (1/15/38—1/3/15)

Mr. Charles Rodgers, Sr. (1/17/47—
1/7/15)

Mr. Charles served our community in
the past as tribal spiritual leader and
council member. He was a strong
advocate for our community and he will
be deeply missed.

Pray r our families and community.

I give you this one thought to keep
I am with you still - I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's
hush,
I am the sweet uplifting rush,
of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft starts that shine at night.
Do not think of me as gone I am with you still in each new dawn.
Traditional Native American Prayer

